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Item 4.01. Changes in Registrant’s Certifying Accountant.

On June 3, 2016, Barrett Business Services, Inc. (the “Company”), at the direction of the Audit Committee of its Board of Directors, issued a request for proposal for
audit services for the second half of the 2016 fiscal year (the “RFP”) to a number of independent registered public accounting firms, including the Company’s current
independent registered public accounting firm, Moss Adams LLP. On July 27, 2016, Moss Adams notified the Company in writing that Moss Adams had decided not to
participate in the RFP process and therefore declined to stand for re-appointment as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm. The Company’s engagement
of Moss Adams will end following the filing of the Company’s report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended June 30, 2016. The Company will report the Audit Committee’s
selection of a replacement auditor at the conclusion of the RFP process.

The audit report of Moss Adams on the Company’s financial statements for the years ended December 31, 2014 and 2015, included in its Annual Report on Form 10-K
for the year ended December 31, 2015, filed on May 26, 2016 (the “2015 10-K”), did not contain an adverse opinion or disclaimer of opinion, and was not qualified or modified
as to uncertainty, audit scope or accounting principles.

During the years ended December 31, 2014 and December 31, 2015, as well as the subsequent interim period through July 27, 2016, there were no disagreements (as
defined in Item 304(a)(1)(iv) of Regulation S-K), between the Company and Moss Adams on any matter of accounting principles or practices, financial statement disclosure, or
auditing scope or procedure, which disagreements, if not resolved to the satisfaction of Moss Adams, would have caused Moss Adams to make reference to the subject matter of
the disagreements in connection with its reports.

Except for the material weaknesses reported in Item 9A of the Company’s 2015 10-K, there were no “reportable events” under Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K
that occurred or were identified during the Company’s two most recent years ended December 31, 2014 and December 31, 2015, and during the subsequent interim period
through July 27, 2016. In the Company’s 2015 10-K, the Company identified the existence of material weaknesses that caused the Company’s management and Moss Adams to
conclude that the Company’s internal control over financial reporting was not effective as of December 31, 2015. The material weaknesses related to the ineffectiveness of the
Company’s control environment, the process for deriving accounting estimates related to workers’ compensation expense, the review, approval, and documentation of journal
entries, account reconciliation procedures related to workers’ compensation accruals, the Company’s information and technology systems, and the review of payroll tax accruals
and payroll tax expense, allowing for management override of controls, as described in more detail in Item 9A of the 2015 10-K, which description is incorporated herein by
reference.

The Company provided Moss Adams with a copy of this current report prior to its filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) and requested that
Moss Adams furnish a letter addressed to the SEC stating whether or not Moss Adams agrees with the statements noted above. A copy of this letter, dated August 2, 2016, from
Moss Adams is attached as Exhibit 16.1 to this current report.




Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits: The following exhibit is filed with this Form 8-K:

16.1 Letter, dated August 2, 2016, from Moss Adams LLP to the Securities and Exchange
Commission.




SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
thereunto duly authorized.

BARRETT BUSINESS SERVICES, INC.

Dated: August 2, 2016 By: /s/ Thomas J. Carley

Thomas J. Carley
Interim Chief Financial Officer, Treasurer and Secretary




Exhibit 16.1

WWW. MISSADAMS, COM

MOSS-ADAMS v.e

ccoundants | Hus

Securities and Exchange Commission

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We have read Item 4.01 of Form 8-K dated August 2, 2016, of Barrett Business Services, Inc. and are in agreement with the statements contained therein related to Moss Adams

LLP. We have no basis to agree or disagree with the statements in the first paragraph regarding the number of independent registered accounting firms the RFP was issued to, or
when the Company will report the Audit Committee’s selection of a replacement auditor.

/s/ Moss Adams LLP

Portland, Oregon
August 2, 2016
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